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A pacifick diſcourſe of the cauſes and re= 

meates of the differences about Religion 
which diſtra# the peace of Chriſten= 
dom. 

Hs much the faving dodrine of the Chriftian reli- 

ver 


gion doth conduce to the eſtabliſhment of an uni- - 
peace in the world, beyond the utmoſt force and 
reach of humane wit and policy, it were to be wiſht, it 
could be as clearly made out by fit and fuitable events 
and by the lives and behaviour of Chriftians,.as it is moſt 
juſtly demonſtrable from the deſign of Chrift, and the pro- 
per and genuine ends of ſuchan holy inſtitution. For with 
what juſt ſeverity doth that moſt perfe& rule of life re- 
quire of us to lay reſtraints upon, our paſſions, and to ſtifle 
and ſuppreſs the firſt. Projions of them, leſt our il will 
and diflatisfactions break ' forth: inta enmity, afhd our en- 
mity ſoon improve into downright malice and hatred ! 
hew doth it give and reſtore, to'the, mind a full power of 
reducing unto reaſon all thoſe tymults and diſorders, 
which either anger or luſt are Loſe to rajſe ! with what 
great Care, even a cre Worthy, of God, is it there provi- 
ed for, that no one. ſhou d deſerve .ilt of his. neighbour, 
norſo much: as treat hus enemy, as his enemy, that is, in a 
Furipus,.. di daynful, | q_ oftile ; way, but rather forgive 
him,and ſhew him kindigls and mercy ;: that we ſhould be 
More Arey todo, qr return, and revenge an. injury, than 
undergo death it {elf : that we endeavourto the utmoſt of 
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our power to do goodto all, and in ſeyeral caſes have lefs 
regard to our own than anothers advantage, and facrifice 
our lives and deareſt intereſtstothe publick peace ! Under 
what terrible fan&tions, and with what fulneſs and clear- 
neſs of expreſſion hath the divine Author and eftabliſher of 
the'Chrift:an law enacted, that the rights of every one,whe- 
ther founded in nature, or introduced by cuſtom and the 
common uſages of life, or by civil and municipal laws, 
ſhould in no wiſe, and uponno pretenſe whatever be vio- 
lated, but be preſerved in their full extent and vigour ! 
How had the world been bleſſed witha ſolid and laſting 
peace, if theſe excellent rules had been obſerved, and if 
no unjuſt force had been uſed ; if men had religiouſly and 
conſcigntiouſly abſtained from invading the right and pro- 
perty of others, and had been content with that ſtate and 
condition of life, in which providence had placed them, 
without havihg recourſe to fraud and evil arts, or to vio- 
lence and arms ! Thus we ſee Chr:ft hath confulted moſt 
wiſely and effetually the peace and benefit of all mankind 
in general, beyond the inſtitutions , of the moſt famous 
Law-givers whatever, But how more deeply and zealouſly 
concerned, and fuller of holy care was ,our bleſſed Saviour 
for all ſuch, as ſhould believe in his 'name, and make pro- 
fefſion of his religion in all ages of the world, that the 
mutual love, which the acknowledgment of the ſame 
Faith, which thepartaking of the ſame holy rites and my- 
ſeries, and which the hope of the ſame immortal happi- 
neſs and glory to be enjoyedin the other world juſtly chal- 
lenged, and required, and obliged them to upon ſo many 
excellent accompts, ſhould be continually kept up, and 
made appear at all times by an hearty deſire and readineſs 
of doing good in'their ſeveral ftations, 'and whenſoever 
an opportunity preſented it ſelf, by all offices of love and 
kindneſs! He was ſo intent upon this neceſſary ard effen- 
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tial of Chriftsanity, inthe laſt ſtage of his life, that in 

char! divine onrſs which he made. to, his - Apoſtles, 
St. John chap. -14. juſt before he was to leave the world, 
and offer up his moſt pretious blood, as a juſt price and ſa- 
tisfaction for the ſins of mankind, he commends nothing 
more to their imitation, and. makes this the great charac- 
teriſtick of his Roe : and ſhews, that Thing could 
be more dear and to him, ; and more pid Bneau 
and beneficial to oy could more powerfully and evi- 
dently ſhew their mu to him, and better deſerve their 
care, than their pun&ual and diligent obſervance of this 
new command, that they ſhould love one another, 4 be #ga 
loved them. 

Now this command being gr grounded on the greateſt ; au- 
thority,and the higheſt reaſon, and equity imaginable, and 
which rigor be ee wot the Fad of Sy of im- 
piety 0 WILAQULE. : gr ation, 
who ho would believe, that, Chre/tz et hs Alas 

either of God. or theraſelves, as to dare to ppoermen 
it, as if they were net any longer to be known. taybe of 


that denomination, by . reciprocal. ; n; and ;Qarity, 
and by unify, an army of f.tnind, and bythe moſt en- 
dearing as - of generous few iendſhip, but b y bitter inve- 
Rives and re pioaches, by ſiding wi pako-tÞog and by diſa- 


greement wal hatred one-of atther? > 

Itisa vl time finc gem: the Catholick Church of 
Chrift hath felt the df cor guences of this foo- 
liſh and. mad perfidio almoſt ſoon after ' ſhe 
was bleſt with peace, pi by rot rh horrid butcheries 
and cruel perſecutions of the heathen Rowan Emperours, 
( who a it their buſineſs to keep up their idolatrous 
worſhip, with 2ll the arts, of _ſubtilty and , furious rage, 
and exterminate the very. name of Chr:iftian out” of the 
world ) and” hath ' been forced to endure and ſuffer far 
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worſe thingsfrom her Rn children frarried on with 
the —_ of rad 26a Ge e birterrieſs bf 
teafor! of which niichriftttn misbehaviour 

ſoort perceived, titat fhe tratl but lirtle reaſon comparative- 
ty to complain of the \phgremer! ict Nero, Detius, Diocle- 
KS andthe reft vf* her Perfecutors. © For 'this 
was the {td cafe” and Bin; of | thoſe rimes, that they, 
whom'fear,-and modeſty, 'and' a due OS to; und re- 
verence of the name of Chriftianity whom cortumon 
dangers and totirings hu eeered 10 och other, to the 
t aſtorriſhment of their themies, Tow when 
er ſtood In awe of the" erfhats of rhe Gemile 


| one another. 
The doaritte of 


&4 in the 
pels, was ſhi vals tht Gu 


_ aroſe tt Ki '0f ceremony, us if 

lefs thatteternal fatvation had been coticerned if 
theſe niceties; whence charity being wholly for loft 
in theſe diſputes, whilſt each ſtroye, not {© for truth 
as victory, evil fuſpicions and aftimoſities took place; 'and 
opened a wide gap for ſchiſm to enter. Hereupon Altar 
was ereacd againſt Aljarand contrary Epiſcopal ge _ 
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bliſhed in the ſame citiesz and furious and ſeditious-Prea- 
chess ſounded in the Pulpit an alarum to a holy war, as 
if they had been ready to engage with the' profeſſed ene- 
mies of Chrift in defence of the chief articles of Religiog. 
Hence they firſt lookt upon it as a piece of becoming zeal, 
and as a mark of godlineſs to in from all external 
communion with each other : as if the danger and the 
guilt had been leſs to have been preſent at the Heathen 
and Jewiſb aſſemblies: afterwards followed odious crimes 
laid to each others charge, and moſt abuſive and execrable 
titles and appellations, as if there had been a total apoſta- 
ſy and defection from the Ghrsft:ax faith; from which moſt 
unjuſt and ſcandalous cenſures therearoſeat laſt an irrecon- 
cileable enmity and hatred,which no art,no compliance in 
other matters,whilſt theſe evil and perverſe opinions were 
reoted in their minds, could be able to remove or mollify. 
But alas !fo far are theſedreadful and fatal heats, with 
which the' Church for ſo many ages has been enflamed, 
from being abated, that upon the addition of freſh mat- 
ter they have burſt out with greater violence, which is 
almoſt irre{iſtible. Who is there ſo far forſaken and* de- 
void of good nature,mercy,and pity, who is not filled with 
horror,when he refle&s upon thoſe horrid tumults and dif- 
tractions,with whichChri/tendom is tornaſunder at this very 
day? I do not mean thoſe diſtractions the natural effects of 
war,wherein thouſands are daily facrificed to ambition and 
other brutal paſſions, but ſuch, as different opinions about 
matters of religion have brought upon the world,in which 
no mercy and charity are ſhewed to the ſouls of the adverſe 
party,which,as far as furious zeal takes place,are conſigned 
over to hell by peremptory ſentences of excommunicati- 
on : it being accounted a very godly and juſtifiable pre- 
tenſion, to think and judge amiſs of thoſ who differ 
from thm in lefler matters. 
| B In 
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In the mean time,whilſt every onedoth fooliſhly indul 
to his #thbition, fame, and wit, whilſt they moſt partially 
favour that fide, which either chance has caft them upon, 
or prejudice, education, and intereſt have recommended to 
their choicezwhilft the love of the world and a fear ariſing 
thence, left there ſhould be any abatement and diminution 
of their ſecular pomp and mewn wp out truth 4 and 
whilſt perverſnefs and obſtinacy of mind fet a bar againſt 
Mm forbearance and condeſcenſtonaltho out of modeſty 
each may to wiſh, that an happy end were put 
to theſe diſputes, and endeavour with great earneſtneſs to 
wipe off the envy of ſuch « charge : yet it is too tov evi- 
dent, that they are __ up and pride and 
peeviſhneſs and baſe intereſt, whilſt they do not folow, ac- 
cording to the excellent and wiſe advice of St. Paal, after 
the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one wzy 
edify anot hey. Romans 14. 19. 

It is the deſtgri of this papet briefly to enquire, firſt into 
the reafons and cauſes of theſe differences arifting about Re- 
Lgion, which are ſtill maintained with fo great heat,to the 
great fcandal of foholy and venerable a Profeſſion, and how 
it comes to paſs,that the mild,the ſweet, the merciful tem- 
per and genius, which Ghreftianity inſpires her true Vota- 
ries with, ſeems utterly loſt, amidſt the noiſe and fury of 
thoſe hot debates, that prevail between parties of different 
communions: and then,fecondlyy into the proper remedies 
of theſe horrid confuſions and diſtractions, and ſee if there 
be any juſt reaſon and ground to hope for the reſtoring 
of Ecclefiaſtical peace and unity to the divided countries 
of Chrsſtendom. 

As to what concernsthe firſt part of my enquiry, Iſhall - 
comprehend the original and/caufes of the diviſions a- 
mongChr:/tiansand which hinder them from uniting in the 
ſame common worſhip and ſervice of God,under theſe four 

'M following 
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following heads ; all others being of leſſer moment, or elſe 
ealily reducible to one of them. ; bp .1 

1 he firſt and principal is this, a manifeſt and great de- 
parture from the age of faith, 

In the firſt beginnings of Chr:/tianity, when the Apoſtles, 
every of them in their diſtin& provinces, declared to the 
world the revelation of God our Saviour,it was not, as to 
what concerns the dodrine of faith, any great matter of 
difficulty,nor required any great ſtudy or deep reſearch to 
bea Chriſtian. The myſteries of it,as 80 their number, were 
but few, as is evident from the Creed, which contains a 
* brief form of words, dearly and nakedly propoſed with- 
ry or any een on ſo that al- 
though the matter of ſome of them do tranſcend the utmoſt 
ſtrength and force of humane underſtanding, and cannot be 
comprehended by the moſt ſublime andſubtle wit whatever: 
yet of the meaneſt capacities and moſt ordinary un- 

ing cannot complain,that they were neglected. Now 
this doctrine of faith wasat firſt one & the ſame every where, 
even in the moſt diſtant countries,which had no commerce 
one with another. At that time they believed no otherwiſe 
at Rome, Epheſus, Alexandria,or Corimth, than at Feruſalem. 

The being guided by the ſame i le ſpirit, 
taught the ſame neceflary articles of faith every where : 
whence aroſe that admirable concent and harmony of dac- 
trine, as if that great work of the converſion of the world 
to the faith of Ghrsft had not been done apart, but had 
been jointly carried on by the common advice and dire&i- 
on of the College of Apoſtles remaining in a fixed place. 
For then thoſe here in Britam agreed in judgment with 
thoſe who were in India, when there was no paſhge 
through the great and vaft ocean known, or ſo much as at- 
tempted:the ity of the magnet beingthen unknown and 
undiſcovered:And the like js to be ſaid of the other parts of 

theworld.as renews ſhews in his firſt book againſt hereſies - 
WE a B 2 chap. 
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-=— 3. where being about to evince the truth of the Ca- 
tholick faith from the agreement of ſo many nations, dif- 
fering in language, and manners, and cuſtoms of living, fo 
many ſeas running between, he adds, that there is the /amie 
force of tradition, notwithſtanding this great wariety of language, 
and that the Churches in Gerrnany, Spain, Gaule, mm the Ealt; 
in Egypt and Lybia neitLer believed nor delivered down contrary 
dottrines : but as the Sun, the creature of God, '1s one and the 
ſame im the unsverſe, ſo the light and dotirine of truth ſhines 
where, and enlightens all men, who are willing to come v0 

the knowledge of it. So thatall beingadmitted by the Sacra- 
ment of baptiſm to the profeſſion of the ſame faith,ifchance ' 
or buſineſs, or curioſity of travelling brought < hr:tians 
of difterent nations together, upon the firſt acknowledge 
ment of this faith,which ſhewed,;that they were Chriſtians, 
they run into each others embraces, found, that they 
in the ſame points of religion, as if they had been 

bred up under the maſters,and had ſpent their whole 

And indeed it could ſcarce be otherwiſe_through the 
piety, innocence,zeal, and conſtancy of thaſe times,not as if 
there were no opinions ſtarted, about which they might 
have different ſentiments ( for that in ſuch great variety 
and diſproportion of underſtanding and temper was ſcarce 
poſſible ) but they held faſt to the Apoſtolical doctrine and 
tradition :and provided,;that thetr faith in Chrift was entire 
and orthodox, in lefler matters liberty of judgment was 
allowed without cenſure. No one was oppreſſed with un- 
juſt ſuſpicions and wy = mg :they ſhunned not ſuch an ones 
company, as if he been excommunicated, but received 
and embraced him as a Brother and fellow Chriſtian. 

The holy Apoftles,who by their unwearied diligence and 
preaching had form'd and eftabliſhtChurchesevery where, 
that they might make juſt provifions for the Chriftians of 
all 
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all ages after their deceaſe, thought it highly concerned 
them to commit to writing the dodrine of faith, which 
they had taught ; that in caſe any doubt ſhould ariſe in af- 
tertimes and new doarines be introduced by wan- 
ton and over curious wits, deſirous and over apt to inno- 
vate in matters of religion under a pretenſe of Apoſto- 
tical tradition , theſe infallible oracles might be: con- 
fulted, as pn and — _ Ac- 
cordingly to ſacred writi recourſe as to 
the onl Tale of faith: they derived all the ſtreams of ſaving 
truth from theſe uncorrupt {prings 3 here was the tryal, 
whether any one was ſound or reprovate concerning the faith: 


fo the great tyuths of Religion were preſerved entire;there 
was no trouble given to any one upon the accompt of any 
ſubtle or | nice queſtions. All eq enjoyed the ſame 
_—_— communion z they were preſent at the ſame hol 


of religion with a moſt agreeable. piety; they all 
were-partakers of the ſame holy Sacrament z- from which 
ifany were by the ſtrict diſcipline of the Church debarred, 
it was wholly to be imputed to the miſcarriages of life, 
whereof theywere guilty,which theChurch defired toamend 
and make them ſenſible of by this ſevere courſe and method, 
But when the pertinaciouſneſs of Hereticks, £Yiws up- 
on the quirks and ſubtilry of unſound wit,woul&n no wiſe 
acquieſce in Scriptaral propoſitions of faith ; when with a 
facrilegious boldneſs they would break into the very ſecrets 
of heaven, which were above the capacity of humane un- 
derſtanding fully to make out and comprehend ; when 
deſpiling and reje&ing the revelations of Scripture, they 
diſclaimed the profeſſion and acknowledgment of thetruths 
and myſteries of the Chriſtian religion ; and when by their 
evil = arts, and practices, the weaker fort of *- hr+- 
fluans, whom they had infected with their corrupt and poi- 
ſonops dofrine, were drawn away from the profeſſion of 
the- 


the true faith; it then became 
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neceſlary worthy 
the ſerious thoughts and care of Conſiaztiiie the great, and 


the other pious Em to call General Councils, in or- 
der to prevent thoſe diſturbances and breaches of the 
Churches peace, which were likely toariſe from the 

and alteration of faith ; and all the induſtry of thoſe great 


men, who were ſummoned to attend and aſſiſt at thoſe ſo- 


lemn and venerable aſſemblies, was laid out and imployed, 
not in inventing and making new Article;,but 4n interpret- 
ing and explaining the old ones:for both their zeal and piety 
forbad, that they ſhould give way to any innovation, of 
ſuffer the ancient c& faith, which was at firſt delj- 
vered, to be antiquated, and the profekonpf it diſuſed. 
For to uſe the words of ( 2) Vincentins Lirinenfs, what uther 
thing has the Church of Chrift deſigned and effetied by the 
decrees of Gonmetls, but that that which was before ſimply be- 
lieved, might now be believed with greater diligence : that, 
which before was more rarely and <p, might now 
be preached with greater zeal and concers : and that, which 
was held and marutemed move ſecurely, might now be ſladied 
and maintarned with greater care and ſolicitude ? So that to 
ſtop the mouth of hereſy, and to give it its deaths wound, 
thoſe Heroes, moſtly and chiefly relying upon the authori- 
ty of theScred ſcripture, and calling in to their aid and 
aſſiſtance the conſtant practice and conſent of the Orthodox 
Chriſtrans of the preceding and antientand Catbolck 
tradition, made a moſt excellent proviſion for the ſecurity 
of the Chriſtiaz faith, which Aris, Macedonius, Neftors- 
*, and the other infamous Herefrarchs had with their 
falſe glofles erted, by laying down ſhort forms and 
profeſhons ith : that ſo the ſeveral myſteries of it, up- 
on the belief of which the true religion and the happineſs 
of its Profeſſors depend, might be better and more caſily 
admitted and underſtood. 
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By this Teſt the Catbolick Church diftinguiſhed thoſe of 
her communoa from the hereticks, and by this unity of 
faith uniced their hearts in love and affetion 4 all who 
made profeſſion of her doctrine, in- what part of the world 
ſoever they were, being acknowledged and received for 
friends, for brethren, for Catholicks. For there-was no 
need of any . other character or recotnmendatiort : and 
hence that pivus and taudable caſtom and prattice of keep- 
ing up and maintaining this Ecclefaflical communion by 
the Epijtels formate, which were uſually ſent from one 
oe pry rt the Biſhop of Rawe exempt 

| ) upon their inſtalment, bad their original: nor 
was there any other proof exacted or demanded of their 
retaining the profeſhon of the true Chriſtian faith, than a 
firm and; afſent to thoſe antient Creeds. 


How happy it had been for the Catbolich Church, if the 
terms of communion had contirmed thus' the 
meaneſt capacity may eafily be ſentible of ; for moſt aſlureds 


ly, if the antient faith, the profefwn of which has ſaved fo 
many myriads of Chriftsans,had been preſerved uncorrupt 
and entire from the — - addition of novel 
ions,which owe their original and propagation tomeer 
y, and faperſtition, and ferular intereft - and if all, 
whoacknowledge that Faith, might have been preſent at 
the publick worſhip and ſervice of God upon the fame con- 
ditions, as in the firſt ages, according to the rules efta- 
bliſhed by the fupream Ezcclefafical authority ; there had 
not been that great-confuſion every where in the world, as 
now there is. By this juſt and eaſy method, ſchiſm might 
have been prevented, anda hiberty of judgment being al- 
lowed in matters no way fundamental and eſſential to faith, 
an eternal peace had been eſtabliſhed. 
Of rheviolation of which we juſtly accuſe the Roman 
Church, which, having wholly negleted and laid alide - 
the 
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the rules of primitive Antiquity, has, as miſtreſs of the faith 
of all Chriſtians, anos articles, under the ſpecious 
pretenſe and title of Declaration, upon their coniciences 
and underſtandings. But what injuſtice, what arbitrary 
proceeding, what tyranny is this, that the faith of the 
Chriftzan world ſhould depend upon the humor lea- 
ſure of the Roman Court,and the opinions of the ol en 
without any regard to Scripture and antiquity : and that all 
other C hurches ſhould be excommunicated, unleſs they 
en{lave themſelves to her Tenents, and that all ſhould be 
branded with the odious name of Schiſmatick and Heretick, 
who dare maintain and defend their rights againſt the im- 
poſition of their novelties ! Let the true faith be exami- 
ned by the rule of Scriptare: let the doctrine of the firſt 
times be conſulted in the proof and of it; let the 
antient canons be reſtored : let no force tu the 
conſcience; and let all unjuſt conditions OT by for 
ever abrogated ; the peace of the Charch will then return, 
and we may hope to fee good days in Chriffendow:. 
Which ſuggeſts to me an other hindrance of Ecclefiaſts- 
cal peace and unity, which ariſeth hence, 

2. That ſeyeral opinions and tenents, which without 
prejudice to the true faith, we may be ignorant of, are 
too highly valued and eſteemed, and by an overhaſty and 
incontiderate zeal are lookt upon as fundamental points, 
neceſſary to ſalvation. 

The Apoſtle Saint Paul takes a particular and wiſe care 
inthe 14th chapter of the epiſtle to the Romans, leſt they, 
who agreed in the Faith of the eternal Son of God, the true 
Meſhas and Redeemer of mankind, and were called by his 
bleſſed name, ſhould upon ſome little differences in trivial 
matters, break out into hatred and ill will one to another. 
For there was not the ſame opinion among them about 
the cealing of the Meſaicat inſtitutions. They who ay 

arriv 
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arrived to a greater degree of faith and maturity ofjudg- 
ment, very much rejoyced in their happy c and con- 
dition of life, that they were deliver from 1eVOuS 
burden of the ſb rites and ceremonies, whilſt others, 
who were not ſo well inſtructed and ſatisfied in the privi- 
leges and liberties of the Chriftsan religion, very fiercely con- 
tended, that no one,at leaſt no Few, was exempt and freed 
from thoſe obſervances. Hence proceeded bitter and ſe- 
vere cenſures one againſt another, as tranſgrefſors of 
the divine law z and hereupon they entertained thoſe 
unjuſt opinions of one anothers condition as to the 0- 
ther world, as if one _ wm _=_ ay = ſuch con- 
trary parties. But what ſays t poſtle to all this > he 
plainly ſhews, that this ſharp,cenſorious,and fierce temper 
of mind is moſt dif; _ him, as being moſt diſagree- 
able to the very rules of Chriſtianity : that in an affair of ſo 
flight a nature, no one runs the hazard of his ſalvation z 
that the ſtrong were herein to indulge and yield ſome- 
what to the weak in faith,who were not fo fully enlight- 
ned, as they were; that they who thought that there was 
an obligation ſtill lying upon them to e the law of 
Moſes, had not upon this accompt aby the faith of 
Chriſt, and that they, who on the contrary thought that 
there was no obligation lying upon them, had not been 

guilty of the breach of a divine law: that they were not to 

abſtain from communicating with each other:that in theſe 

matters a liberty of judgment was not to be denyed, fo 

they had a right faith in Chriſt ; that this common faith, 

in which both parties agreed, - was a ſufficient ground of 
Chriftian communion : and laſtly, that they were to be 

more ſtudious of peace and mutual edification, than of uſe- 

leſs controverſies, which contributed little or nothing to 

the advancement of Chriſt;anzty,or to their own matun] be- 


nefit 
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nefit and advantage, or to the encreaſe of piety, and good 
manners. 

With what greater modefty and moderation had ſuch, 
as having laid afide all thoughts of peace for the fake of 
opinions of far lefſer moment, have gone about to make 
diviſions in the Catholick Church, have carryed them- 
ſelves,if they had imitated this Apoſtle in this his moſt ex- 
ghar meekneſsand lenity ! Haſt thou faith > Sayes this 
wiſe and excellent perſon z have it to thy ſelf before God. 
Let every one enjoy his own private opinions, of which 
ſort there may be many, for the ſake of which we cannot, 
without the higheſt injuſtice, give way to furious paſhon 
and ſtrife: at leaſt, if they cannot retain them in their 
breafts,but have an itch of venting them let them not im- 
poſe them upon others,as oracles, as if all, who do not af- 
ſent to them, were in a deplorable condition. The caſe is 
the ſame about particular Charches, as about private men: 
whilſt each retains the entire- docrine of the Catholick 


Church,let them make what laws, articles, and conſtituti- 
ons they ſhall think fit, to oblige their own members to 
axsformity; this q_ being a privilege, which is ef- 


ſential to every Church in order to its better eſta- 
bliſhment. If theſe controverſies concerning _ and 
particular opinions had been confined to the Schools,with 
aſalvo to conſcience and free judgment, by the fierce dz/- 
patants on either fide, the Church might have received no 
prejudice and damage by them, and have been wholly 
unintereſted in their quarrels. 

For this is to be allowed and permitted to humane wit, 
to be naturally prying into ſecrets and myſteries, and moſt- 
ly topleaſeit ſelf in new ſpeculations: and this it may do 
lawfully enough, ſo itdoth not paſs thoſe due boundaries, 
which Scripture, the Creeds of the Catholick Church, and 


ſober 
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ſober reaſon have ſet and fixt. Let the Schoolmen, over- 
run with the itch of curiofity, wrangle eternally, if they 
pleaſe; ſeeing they not onely delight in it,but make it their 
trade and bulines to perplex and entangle the moſt obvi- 
ous truths : although it 1s very rent, that in theſe 
eager and ſharp contentions, they aim more at victory and 
reputation than at truth: and let them enjoy the fame and 
credit of being accounted great Sophifters and wits : Let 
them flatter themſelves, that they can explain the moſt 
difficult problem, and fatisfy the moſt confounding ob- 
jection with their nice and ſubtil diſtin&ions : let them 
enjoy their phanſy or their judgment, without the leaſt 
diſturbance and cenſure : ſeeing ſome are fo in love with 
their errors, that they hate to be better inſtructed z and 
to go about to convince them,is the way to diſoblige them: 
provided all this be done as a tryal of wit,and as an exer- 
ciſe of a plodding brain. I add further, let any particular 
Church, to prevent all diſputes, which may have an influ- 
ence upon its peace, and which, by the cunning contri- 
vance of deſigning men, may introduce ſchiſm and diſor- 
der, make a body of articles and canons to be ſubſcribed 
by all, who are entruſted with the adminiſtration ofholy 
things, as an inſtrument of peace and concord : and where 
they pretend to ſtate and determine controverſial points, 
let them be eſteemed by thoſe of that Church never 
ſo pious, never ſo credible, never ſo probable, no harm 
can poſlibly ariſe, ſo long as the ſummary of the Chriſi;an 
doctrine is not violated;ſo long as they arenot ranked with 
the fundamental articles of faith; ſo long as they do not 
impoſe them upon other Churches, who are no way ſub- 
ject to a forraign juriſdiction; much leſs upon the whole 
body of Chriſtians in all the parts of the Univerſe, under 


the pretence of Apoſtolical authority, and under the heavy 
penalty 
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penalty of an Anathema. But that there ſhould be nodif- 
ference put between the novel opinions of the Schoolmen, 
and the Oracles of Scripture z, that the ſame deference and 
honour ſhould be paid to humane authority, very obnoxi- 
ous to paſſion and error, which only infallible truth can 
- juſtly challenge; that the phanſies of private men, as they 
were at firſt, ſhould, many ages after, by a pretended 
Church-power, be reckoned as fundamentals: and laſtly, 
that we ſhould be obliged to profeſs our aſſent to raſh ſan- 
&ions and definitions, which a corrupt partof the Church 
for ſecular ends and advantages hath decreed and efta- 
bliſhed ; this, this is that, which ſcandalizeth Chriſtendom, 
and obſtrucs its peace. 

This was the juſt complaint of the former century, 
which made way for the Reformation, and which a con- 
viction of the truth and reaſonableneſs of it extorted from 
the mouths of ſeveral Romaniſts, who yet had not the cou- 
rage to relinquiſh the communion of that Church, though 
confeſſedly corrupt in matter of doctrine, diſcipline, and 
worſhip. This was the trouble and heart-breaking of ſe- 
veral excellently learned and pious. perſons in thoſe times, 
and doth ſtill diſtra& the minds of all good men, even of 
conſidering Romaniſts,not infatuated with ſuperſtition and 
furious bigotry, who pray. for the reſtoration of Catholick 
unity among all Chriftzaxs. But ſuch a ſchiſm, ſo deteſta- 
ble, ſo deplorable,and fo big with diſmal effe&s,conſequen- 
ces, and events, has been brought ito the Church by cor- 
rupt intereſt, by baſe and diſingenuous artifice and ſubtil- 
ty, and by the higheſt immodeſty, and by downright force 
and violence, and this, confirmed by the free, holy, cecu- 
menical. council of Trent, as they call it, when. God. 
kno' vs it was neither free, nor holy, nor cecumenical, 
as that all hope of reconciliation among the different 

profeſſions 
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profeſſions and perſwaſions of Chriſtians is taken away, 

unleſs the Authors of this ſchiſm ſhall offer terms of an 

accommodation fit to be accepted, that is, by annulling or 
ſuſpending for ever the authority of the Tr:dentine coun- 
cil, which is a thing not to be expected from them, or ra- 
ther, unleſs the Princes of the Roman Communion ſhall 
force the Pope to call another Council, and in caſe of refu- 
ſal, ſhall aſſemble ſeveral Biſhops and Doctors of thetr re-. 
ſpective countries to debate the controverſies, which are 
now on foot, and to determine them by Scr:pture,primtive 
Antiquity, and Apoſiolical Tradition. 

It will yield juſt matter of aſtoniſhment to the ſerious 
Reader to conſider, that the inſtitution of the holy Sacra- 
ment of the Exucharift, which Chriſt left tohis Church 1n re-- 
membrance of his paſſion and death, and for a pledge of his 
love, and as a mark and token of the mutual love of Chr:/- 
tians, and of their faith in him crucified : whom that Sacra- 
ment does truly and efficaciouſly repreſent and exhibit, 
ſhould by the ſubtilty of the Devil, and the perverſe dif- 
putings of intereſted perſons, be ſo far abuſed and perver-- 
ted, that they ſhould hence take occaſion of envying eter-. 
nal ſalvation,purchaſed by his precious bloud, and of deny-- 
ing it too,as much as in them lyes,to ſuch, as are partakers 
of thoſe holy myſteries according to his original inftitution. 

For what other reaſon _ alledged. for that fury, 
which under the notion and pretext of zeal, has taken up 
arms ; as if the cauſe of God were concerned in it, and has. 
brought that great confuſion .upon the world, unleſs be-. 
cauſe they have different notions and ſentiments about 
this tremendous myſtery, and diſagree ſomewhat in their 
explications of it > What great quantity of Chriſt;an bloud- 
has been ſpilt by an enraged party upon the accompt of theſe 
unhappy Sacramentary quarrels, . which have —_ ro 

oudy . 


Of the cauſes and remedies 


bloudy wars and Maſflacres ! What great havock and waſt 

have they made, both by fire and ſword, of thouſands of 

their Felow Chriſtians, beyond the fury and madneſs of the 

Heathen perſecutions,who werein all other points innocent, 

and were therefore burnt, - and had their throats cut, on- 

ly for this one great crime, becauſe they would not admit, 

believe,and acknowledge,contrary to ſcripture,reaſon,ſenſe, 

and experience, the portentous and extravagant fiction of 

Tranſubſtantiation | There is no Chriſttan, but believes Chriſt 

to be really and truly, that is, Com_ and to all the 

real effects and benefits of his Paſſion and death, and by the 

efficacy of his grace and Spirit, preſent under the ſacred 

Symbols, which yet retain their trueand natural ſubſtance, 
as well as qualities, and that he receives the myſtical body 

of Chriſt after the conſecration, according to the words 

of the jnſtitution, upon which the faith of all Chriſtians is 

founded, and what has been profeſſed in all ages, and 

juſtly eſteemed the badgeof Chriftian communion by all 

ſober perſons, whoſe judgments have not been perverted by 
paſhon and unjuſt prejudice. If every one, without any 
curious enquiry into this myſtery, had contented himſelf 
with the plain and ſimple belief of it,and with all due care 
had mtended the worthy partaking of it ; if the Church of 
Rome had not firſt of all in the Leteran council, and after 
that in thecouncil of Trent, raſhly determined the manner 
of the preſence of Chr:ft in the ſacrament : if the Lutherans 
and others had onely determined for themſelves, without 
preſcribing to,or condemning others;and if an explicite be- 
lief of this monſtrous opinion had not been made a- neceſ- 
ſary term and condition of communion ; how might we 
have adored before the ſame altars, ( from which we are 
now excluded as profane, unworthy and excommunicate 
perſons; and from which we have reaſon to abſtain and fly, 
- as 
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as the primitive Chritians did from the facritices of Idola- 
ters )and have been preſent at the moſt ſolemn ſervices of 
religion with the ſame zeal, to the great advantage of 
Chriſtian charity and devotion. No Prieſt would then 
have been afraid to admit any devout lay-perſon,approach- 
ing the holy ſacrament with due preparation ; and no lay- 
perſon would then alſo have been afraid toreceive it from 
the hand of ſuch a Prieſt,rightly ordained and conſtituted. 

The like may beſaid of many other points of religion, 
which without any prejudice to thedoctrine of. Faith, are 
difputedand controverted : bat whilſt, alt other inter- 
pretations and expoſitions being laid afide, men boldly 
decree and determine this or that opinion to be de fide 3 
whilft the niceties of the Schoolmen, and the poſitions of 
contentious and Polemical Theology, which idle men, rely- 
ing too muchupon their ſubtil wit, and falſe and ſophiſti- 
cal way of arguing, have introduced, are in fuch eſteem 
and vogue with ſome, as to be lookt upon, as neceſfary 
appendages of the Chriftian religion ; and whilſt articles 
of faith, which were altogether unknown to the firſt ages, 
are hugely encreaſed and multiplied, as is too too manifeſt 
from thepreſent ſtate and condition of the Roman Church, 
and the obſcure confeffions of other Charches ; what other 
effte& can we expect ſhould proceed from this mighty in- 
duſtry and zeal, but that Chriſtendom being divided into 
ſo many parties and fa&ions, all juſt hope of union ſhould 
be wholly removed and taken away, when the effe&ing 
of it hereby ſeems to be rendred morally impoffible ? 

3. The arrogant pretenfions of the Popes unbounded 
power contributes not a little to the heightning and aug- 
menting the difference in Ghriftendom. It does not ſeem 
at this day to comport with the greatneſs of the Roman 
Church,to be content to be included within the antient 


limits . 
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limits of the Suburbicary regions. For not ſatisfied with a 
Primacy of order, or with-her antient Patriarchate, ( to 
whoſe juriſdiction the Britannzck, Churches were not of 
right ſubje&t) or with her other privileges, conferred 
upon her out of a reſpe&to the Imperial city ; as if the 
ſpirit of the old Romans were infuſed into her, ſhe proudly 
affects an empire over the whole body of Chriſt:ans through- 
out the world. 

If the other Patriachs, who owe that honour and dig- 
nity to the ſameoriginal, the favour of Princes, and the de- 
creesand conſtitutions of general Councils (in the alignment 
of which, as it is moſt evident from the 28th Canon of 
the Council of Chalcedon, they had onely a _ to the 
privileges and dignities of cities, to which the Eccleſiaſtical 
government was accommodated ) defend their rights and 
liberties againſt the attempts and encroachments of the 
TOP of Rome if they will not ſubmit to a forraign yoke 
unleſs they witha baſeand a moſt unbecoming flattery a- 
dore Rome, as their Miſtreſs and Patroneſs, and obey her 
decreesand orders ; preſently there is an end of them : 
they are arraigned and accuſed as guilty of ſchiſm ; nor 
ſhall they be thought worthy of the honour and favour 
of her communion. When ſome time after the Empire 
was divided into Eaft and Weſt, there ſeemed to be a 
kind of agreement at leaſt, and a fair and amicable cor- 
reſpondence kept up, the ambition and pride of the Bi- 
ſhops of Rome, who would needs buſy and intereſt them- 
ſelves in the affairs of the Greek Church, ſpoiled all. For 
to-no other cauſe can the original of that fad and fatal ſe- 
paration be aſcribed, altho 1t was afterward heightned, 
and the wound feſtered more and more, when the arti- 
Cle of the proceſſion of the holy Spirit from the Son was ad- 
ded to the Conſtantinopolitan Creed, without ever ſo much 
as 
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" as conſulting the Oriental Biſhops, who upon the know- 
ledge of it ſoon after vehemently oppoſed it; juſtly al- 
tedging, that it was utterly unlawful ſo to do, it being 
expreſly againſt the 7th canon of the council of _ 
But things were more ſecurely advanced and carryed on in 
the Weſtera Empire, by the artifice and policy of the 
Popes of Rome: for the oppoſition, which was made now 
and then by two or three honeſt and ſtout men, to their 
tyrannical and arbitrary proceedings, ſignified little or 
nothing, and was run down with noiſe, violence, and 
power. 

When then they had no regard to the canons of an- 
tient Councils, by which the Catholick Church was former- 
ly governed z when they had trodden under their feet all 
divineand humane law and right; when they had arro- 
gated to themſelves the diſpoſition of all Church-affarrs, and 
had uſurpt a power over all Chrift;ans, and nothing for 
the future was to be admitted and believed, but what was 
agreeable to the Bulls and decrees of the Roman Court; can 
any one wonder, when things were brought to this paſs, 
that Chriſtendom ſhould at laſt awaken from its deep le- 
thargy, and grown ſenſible of the f—_ ſlavery of its 
condition, ſhould complain of the Eerciſe of this uſurped, 
unjuſt, and tyrannical power, and ſeriouſly think of re- 
covering its true, antient,original Chriſtian liberty > In the 
mean time, what did they at Rome? did they enter upon 
ſerious counſels and reſolutions honeſtly and effectually 
to ſatisfy the requeſts and demands of Kzngs, Princes, and 
Republicks concerning a Reformation, which were continu- 
ally ſent thither by their Ambaſſadors and Agents? did 
they reſtore their ill-gotten goods, which they had ſeized 
upon moſt unjuſtly, and as unjuſtly had detained by force 
and violence, I mean, the common rights and —_ 
| longing 
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belonging to the Byhopsz and to all Chriſtian people > no- 
thing leſs: they exclaim, they rage, they-are furious and 
mad, and let fly their thunderbolts of excommunication 
from the Yatican hill, and devote men to hell and damna- 
tion, only for this unpardonable fault, becauſe they were 
at laſt quite tyred with, and weary of the ſlavery, which 
they had laboured under for ſo many years. This is that, 
which troubles and grieves them now at Rome, and which 
they are endeavouring with ſo much art and policy to ef- 
fe& and bring aboutz and this is that, which unleſs God 
ſhall vouchſafe to avert the omen, and open the eyes of 
all ſuch, who are deluded by the witchcrafts and ſorcery 
of Rome, to forſake her communion, which is ſo dange- 
rous to their ſalvation, will make the ſchjſm irreconcile- 
able and eternal. For, as things ſtand at preſent, there 
can be no peace and accommodation with ,unleſs we 
part with our liberties, and our laws, and our conſciences, 
and our rehigion,the true Chrstzan religion,and every thing, 
which is dear to us: nor yet, ſuch is the reſtleſneſs of that 
party, and eſpecially of the Feſwits, that if the counſels of 
ſuch fiery B:igots may prevail, we fhall never be at quiet, 
anlefs we ſubmit _——_— once more moſt ſtupidly to 
the Roman yoke, whi® our Popiſh Anceſtors, even both be- 
fore and after they were enlightned with the knowledge 
of the truths of God, threw off with great indignation, 
as not being able to bear it. 

Laſtly;we are convinced by ſad experience; that theſe dif- 
ferences about religion, which have divided Chriftendom 
into ſo many ſe&ts, to the great diſturbance of its peace and 
quiet, owe no ſmall part of their original to the great de- 
cay of true ſolid piety through idleneſs and careleſneſs, 
and to the departure from the moſt holy rules of living, 
which Chriſt our blefſed Lord and maſter has preſcribed 

us, 
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us, which is every where ſo viſible. I need not here labour 
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in the proof of this by heaping up arguments, when the 


fact is ſo evident z nor I uy cn exclaim or inveigh 
againſt the unmanly foftneſs,the luxury, the prophanenels, 
the wickedneſs of the age, and the evil lives of Chriftsans ; 
this reflexion deſerving our fighs and tears - rather than 
fatyre and inve&tive. = 
1 do not here mean ſo much thoſe, whoſe wicked & cor- 
rupt principles and moſt ſcandalous lives ſufficiently ſhew, 
that they have no ſenſe of any religion, butI chiefly intend 
ſuch,as make a fair ſhew of Ghriftsazity; how little of true 
piety is found about them! but how much of ſuperſtition, 
and immoderate zeal for thepeculiar tenents of their {e&, 
by which they would be diftinguithed one from another! in 
compligrep keg empade Pn Aptrrme + men 
more for ingenuity,and learning, 8 the inventing new hy- 
theſe and aging curiousenquiries into nature, than 
r thepraQices of moral honeſty and Chriſtian vertue, and 
how we may foyl and baffle our adverſaries-by our wit, 
rather than adorn our holy profeſſion with ſuitable lives. 
But alas! by how much leſs pious we are, ſo by degrees 
we become more and more cenforious and uncharitable. 
We w all our zeal in leſſer matters, and lay thegreat 
ſtreſs of our duty upon it, being little ſolicitous about the 
ornaments of a Chr:ft;an life, as if by this fallacious and flat- 
tering kind of artifice we would compound with God for 
the wang of them. It is in vain to complain of,;and cry out 
upon the wickedneſs of the times, when we our ſelves are 
to blame,that they are no better,and if we would our ſelves, 
we might make them ſo. For if the true Chriſtian piety, 
and ſtri& diſciple, and integrity of manners, were but 
once reſtored;and if we throughly minded the great duties 
 ofChriſtianity,which conſift _ unfeigned devotion and holi- 
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neſs,in charity,and meekneſs,and patience,and forbidsall bit- 
terneſs, and wrath, and evil ſpeaking, and hatred, and ma- 
lice, and abſtracts from all niceties and ſubtilities of diſpu- 
tation,and quarrels about Scholaſtick notions and opinions, 
in which the eſſence of faith is no way intereſted ; it will 
be no vain, idle, or ill-grounded expectation,that we might 
live to ſee the different parties of Chriſtendom united, and 
Eccleſiafiical peace and unity reſtored. But whilſt il man- 
ners and a careleſs way of living prevail ; whilſt charity 
and modeſty - are laid aide, and men grow over-wiſe and 
conceitedin their opinions, and deſpiſe all others of a con- 
trary judgment ; whilſt tobe of a Party, and to maintain 
private phanſies with fierceneſs and heat, is accounted a 
good argument of their being godly ; whilſt being too 
much concerned for the externals of religion, and contro- 
verſial points, we over-look our duty, and. growing fecure 
and careleſs, ſeem to. have littleor no regard to what Ghri/t 
and his Apoſtles command:us to look atfer with all poſſi- 
ble care and diligence, and make our moſt ſerious ſtudy 
and buſineſs ; who can be ſo void of ſenſe or good nature, 
as not'to obſerve with grief and forrow of mind, that by 
this ill imployed induſtry, and by theſe furious quarrels, 
Chriſtzanity ſuffers, and that,new prejudices ariſing g@ntinu- 
ally, the evil diſtemper grows worſe and worſe, $d will 
ſoon become deſperate and incurable ? No ſerious and ho- 
neſt Reader can be ſo unjuſt, as to impgine, that I plead 
for a toleration of vile ſects and opinions, or that I think it 
a matter of meer indifference, to what communidch of Chri/- 
#7ans we betake and joyn our ſelves. We of the Church 
of England. are obliged to render unfeigned and hearty 
thanks to Almighty God,for his great mercy and goodneſs to- 
wards us,that he has made us membersof ſuch an eminent- 
ly pure and Apoſtolical part and branch of the Catholick 
Church ; 
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Church , that we were born and baptized, and live in the 
communion of a Church, whoſe doctrine is truly Chriſt;an 
and CGatholick;government primitive and Apoſtolicakand Lz- 
turgy conformable to the antient ſtandard, and agreeable 
to theuſes of true devotion, without the leaſt mixture of 
ſuperſtition and foppery ; and where the Sacraments are 
adminiſtred according toChriſts holy inſtitution: and where 
all things neceſſary to make a true Orthodox . Catholick 
Chriſtian, and to render him eternally happy in the other 
world,are to be four and met with. 

It highly becomes us in point of duty to be very 
ſenſible of this great bleſſing : and it ought to be the great 
comfort of our lives and deaths too: yet I cannot but 
oppoſe to all unjuſt cenſure that expoſtulation of Saint 
Paul, Romans 14..4. Who art thou that judgeſt another mans 
ſervant ? to bis own. maſter be ftandeth or falleth : yea he ſhall 
be holden up: for God is able to make him ſtand':. and will 
further add, that I doubt not in the leaſt, but that at the 
dreadful day of judgment a virtuous, honeſt,and ſober life 
. will be moreeſteemed by Chriſt, himſelf, than niceneſs of 
_ knowledge and opinion, be it never. ſo true ; that no one 

who has adort bis Chriſtian profeſſion with an agreeable 
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ons, if they be: not aggravated and made pernicious by 
obſtinacy of mind, and a wilful refiſting and. refuſing, the 
truth, will be rejedted, and, that thoſe who now out of a 
furious zeal,( if yet there. be any who do this, beſides fome 
of the fiery men of.the Church of Rome, whoarrogantly call 
themſelves Rel;gious, and their credulous & infatuated Pro- 
ſelytes) deny or ſcarſe own. ſalvation poſſible to others,who 
are not of their communion: which 1s a moſt unwarranta- 
ble, impudent, ſcandalouſly falſe, and unchriftian opinion, 


the wickedneſs of which cannot be ſufficiently' aggravated: 
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of what party of men foever, and are thus uncharitable 
one to another, ifan holy and virtuous life be ſu 
upon the foundation of faith,in which they all agree,by the 
grace and mercy of God, and the all-ſufhcient merits and ſa- 
tisfaction of Chriſt, will be happy hereafter for ever in hea- 
ven. 

Hitherto ef the cauſes of thoſe quarrels about Religion 
which diſtra& the quiet and peace of Chriftendom. Let us 
now briefly conſider the remedies. In general, it is moſt 
evident, that all endeavours about compoſing theſe dift- 
ferences, are in vain and to no purpoſe, and we can- 
not entertain the leaft ground of , to attain to the 
unity of the primitive Church, unleſs ies relax their 
cenſures, which have hitherto ex love and charity, 
and make uſe of the ſame means in reftoring it, as the 
.Chriftians of the firſt times did in retaining it. If with 
compoſed and ſettled minds atid affetions we would agree 
in this excellent method, we have no reaſon to deſpair,but 
that the pacifick counſels and pious endeavours of honeſt 
—_—— labour _— ed work = _+ and re- 
conciliation among Chrifi;ans, might ucceſsful. 
Now the means of obtaining this Ecclefteſtical peace, 
conſiſt in the removal of the cauſes above-mentioned, 
which have obſtructed it, and are theſe. 

Whereof the firſt 'is, that the antient, ages Chriſti- 
au faith, as it is contained in the Screprares, ſummed up 
in the Creed: of general Councils, and received in all the 
Churches of Chrift, be only urged as neceffary to be be- 
lieved in order to ſalvation. For ſeeing that this com- 
mon faith was made uſe of by the Catholick Church, as 
a tye and bond of holy communion; ſeeing the Catechs- 
mens, after previous inſtrution, upon their profeſſion 
of this faith,no other condition being es" 
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ted to baptiſm,and had a right to partake of the holy myſte- 
ries of eKacharifh ſeei that in theprofeſion of the ſame 
faith,all true Gbrifisans do fully "_ for the Socinians, 
who go about bo. overthrow whole _ po the 
Chriftzan doGrine, by arrogant preſumptions rea- 
ſonings, and by ſophiſtical arguments, and by their 
blaſphemies againſt Chrifi, the eternal Son of Gog, and 
turn the grace of God into the laſciviouſneſs of humane 
wit, and deny the divinity of our Savzayr, are not to 
be honoured with this name: ) why ſhould not the foun-- 
dation and ground-work of Ecclefiaftics} peace and unt- 
ty, after example and JEnge of the primitive 
Church, be laid in the ſame faith 2 with what pretenſe 
of reaſon ought any opinion, after the firſt preachj 
and poaccos eee emp of ys fauth -q the world aq after 
the conveyance of it down to ſo many ages, be ſuperad- 
ded as a neceſſary point of faith, which was unknown 
to all Antiquity? bf what right can ſuch a number of 
articles be 0 upon the underſtandings and con- 
ſciences of Chriftians, and eſpecially ſuch, as have been 
invented ang propagated for baſe and ſecular intereſts 
and advantages, to maintain worldly grandeur and 
reputation? That Chrzflzans do ſo little agree in ſome of 
their ſentiments about Religion, as if there were not the 
ſame rule of faith, equally and under the ſame gbligatian 
propoſed to all; this muſt nat be imputed either to..our 
B. Saviour, or his Apoſtles, or to the nature of . his Reli- 
gion, which propoſes in.eaſy terms and Propoſitions, to 
the moſt ordinary and leſs intelligent Ghriſtzqns, enqugh 
to conduce to their obtaining eternal ſalvation, but to 
certain fiery Zealots, who venting their beloved tenents 
and notions for oracles, ag upon others uader 
direful curſes and Anathema's. What fuller proof and 


argument 
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argument can there be of this furious zeal, than what 
the Romaniſts are guilty of, in inveighing againſt us, as 
they do moſt falſly and unjuſtly, for not receiving ſeve- 
ral tenents, which are but'of a few ages ſtanding, and 
which are deſtitute of all authority, whether of Ser: 
ture or Antiquity ? ' But this is our comfort, (if yet it 
any comfort to perſons in diftreſs, to have any to ſhare 
with them in it ) we ſhall not be condemned alone: but 
at the ſame time they condemn us, they muſt draw 
into the guilt of the ſame hereſy, as they are pleaſed 
moſt civilly to word it, all ſuch, as have a true and 
juſt veneration of uncorrupt Antiquity : and for this 
reaſon among others, reject the Creed of Pope Prus 
the fourth. But if we are to think well of the condi- 
tion of thoſe, whoin the firſt ages preſerved the inte- 
grity and purity of the Chriſtian faith with Creed:, 
and other holy writings, as ſo many facred amulets 
and preſervatives againſt the infeftion and poiſon of 
hereſy truly ſo called; who were ambitious of dying, 
and loſt their lives for the profeſſion of that faith, and 
embraced the flames rather than diflemble or diſown 
it ; if the primitive Saints and Martyrs be happy and 
bleſſed ; we need not fear the noiſe of their thunder, 
which can do no execution upon us, and which are 
meer bug-bears to affrightperſons of weak and childiſh 
phanſies : we tread in the ſteps of thoſe holy Saints 
'and Martyrs; we are ſafe, we are ſecure; provided 
we copy out their lives, and imitate thoſe glorious 
examples they have ſet up of conſummate piety, as 
well as profeſs the ſame faith. Wherever the Chriſtians 
were diſperſed, whether in the Patriarchate of Rome, 
or Alexandria, or any other z by virtue of this Pro- 
feſſhon of faith, they were received into communion 
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and admitted to the common, rights of Religion,.. not 
denying or envying to each other ſalvation in the 
world to come, but by joint exerciſes-of devotion mu- 
tually promoting and advancing it: nay_ their, chari- 
ty was ſo great, that notwithſtanding the moſt un- 
chriſtian cenſures and unjuſt Schiſm of the Donates, 
they lookt upon them as Brethren ſtill, though hor- 
ribly perverted by a falſe and ignorant zeal to make 
a ſeparation from them z nay they did not paſs a dam- 
natory ſentence upon ( a.) the Arians, nor altogetheray. Savias. 
deſpair of their { ation, but left them toſtand or fall to# £5: 
their own Maſter. | PE ages ve 
2. Upon and after a ready acknowledgment of the ar- ie 5s 
ticles of faith, without which no one can pretend to be a*** 
Chriflian, let a liberty.. of judging in other leſs material 
points of doarine be allowed and indulged : for variety of 
opinions does no more, diſſolve the unity of faith, than 
variety of rites and ceremonies. How had that wide wound, 
which ſchiſm has made in the body of the Charch, been 
fince cloſed para healed, if this ſoveraign me- 
icine had been tyed, los Bang 7 2 je ceeded ſo 
dogmatically and y, by confi of faith, and by 
new and of canons to determine points uncertain 
and doubtful! by which way of procedure the minds of 
Chriflsans are , and the dodrine of faith rendred 
and by ſcholaftick ſubtilties and niceties, 
t were to be wiſht indeed,that all Chriftzans, and eſpecial- 
ly thoſe, who, for moſt juſt and weighty and indiſpenſable 
reaſons and mpatives, ap; OT wv. Roman commu- 
nion, could agree in a general ſyſteme of Theological opini- 
ons : bat becauſe this > not to be hoped for, ni 
the different apprehenfſions, tempers, inclinations, intereſts, 
judgments, way of a method of ſtudy and argu- 
ing, 
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vided alſo, that their rights, which rely upon the ſame 
Ecclefiafircal laws, be to them in rheir full and 
juſt extent; and that the decrees of the Komen Court be 
not impoſed upon the world with a non obſtante to Apoſto- 
kcal conſtitutions z and that its juriſdition be contain- 
ed within the limits of the antient Canons. If this bar 
were removed, a way would quickly be opened to let 
peace into the moſt divided parts of Chriftendom. This 
all good Chreftians, all but ſuch worldly-minded men, 
whoſe intereſt it is to keep up theſe differences, earneſtly 
wiſh, figh, and pray for, and would readily unite upon 
theſe honeſt and juſt conditions, if truths neceſſary to ſal- 
vation were oply propoſed to be believed, according to 
the anti z if all fiery cenfures and excommunica- 
t ere utterly condemned and aboliſhed; and if ſu- 
perſtition were removed from the ſervice of God, and 
the publick offices of Religion. | 
this be done, we muſt, as in the preſence of 
God, and bis boly Angels, and all mankend, lay the ſchiſm 
at the Romani/is door, and wholly 1mpute it to them, 
that the Catholickh, Church does not enjoy the great bleſſing 
of Ecclefiaftical peace. ' In the mean. while, we of - the 
Church of England are very ready to: admit of any conditi- 
ons of obtaining this moſt bleſſed and glorious end,provided 
that by them the peace of our conſciences be not violated 
and diſturbed ; that they do not contradict and thwart the 
— and analogy of faith 4 that the Scripture, and. its 
and moſt genuine interpreter, Antiquity, be admit- 
ted | to have the higheſt and only lawful authority in de- 
termining controverhes of faith ; that no prejudice be done 
to Eccleſraſizcal Government; and laſtly, that all things 
be tryed by the rules and canons and cuſtoms, which were 
m uſe-in the frſt ages of Chriſtranity, by which the Caths- 
lick 
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lick Charch was then governed. O'happy; : O'blefled, 
O glo. ious day, in which all thaſe which no- 
man can think-of without. great: diforder:of ming; 

{hall be removed, and all, who+ worſhip: the ſamecruct- 
fied Saviour, ſhall unite in brother] charityy.and 
communion | But the wicked kves gf Chreſtians, :and:{ baſe; 
ſecular intereſt will not perraig us. to expe» ſo: great: a- 
bleſſing. We muſt firſt endeavour'to. reſtore the piety,” the) 
ftricne(s, the humility, the diſfintereſtedheſs of. the antient 
Chri/{ians, before we can pretend to. the ſame. hearty/unity.. 
But alas! we te from. their examples: religion 


ſigns of union : pride, and malice, and naughty affecti- 
ons, and love of worldly ſplendor and i greatneſs ſhut 
out all hope of peace, _ It muſt be _the work of Almighty 
God, and the wonderful effe&t of his Providence and 
grace, to diſpoſe the kearts of the Chriftian Princes, and 
great way yn ” the Roman _ _— ſet upon 
this great of r mg in_order to a e&t union 
and _ndions_abr ys ot 7 an thouſands of that com- 
munion, eſpecially in the Gallican Church, where they 
have ſet bounds to the exorbitant power of the Pope. by 
their late decrees, in compliance with the antient canons, 
and in vindication of their own privileges, and... whess 
they begin to be aſhamed of ſeveral groſs errors, which 
have hitherto paſſed for g jſome, Catholick 
dodrine,as appears by theirnew* onsand Interpreta- 
tons, and Catechiſms, long to ſee this happily effected + 
for which purpoſe it becomes us all, to put up incefſan 

prayers to God, that all, who call, and own, and profeſs 
themſelves Chriſtians, may remember from whence they are 
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